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1856.] THE AMERICAN ALMANAC. 287 

cially since it often differs from the Latin accent of the same names, 
and is uniformly retained by the Modern Greeks. For example, Kopivdos 
was accented on the first syllable by the Ancient Greeks, and by the 
Eomans on the second, Corinthus ; the present pronunciation in the 
country is the same as it was three thousand years ago. The island of 
Corfu was the KepKvpa (not KopKvpa) of the Ancient Greeks ; but the 
Eomans, following their general rule of marking a long penultimate by 
an accent also, called it Corcyra. In the description of Thermopylae 
(where again the Latin and the Greek accents differ), the usual state- 
ment that the width of the pass has been nearly doubled by the retreat 
of the sea and the alluvial deposits, is a mistake, arising, no doubt, from 
the circumstance that it has usually been visited by travellers in the 
summer or dry season. As soon as the Xft/imv, or rainy period, sets in, 
the pass assumes almost precisely its original form, and would be quite 
as impracticable for an army as in the time of the Persians. Such 
slight omissions or mistakes are inevitable in a work of this extent, and 
embracing so vast a variety of particulars. They do not detract from 
its essential value, and would rarely, if ever, be noticed in the practical 
use of the work. 



17. — The American Almanac, and Repository of Useful Knowledge, 
for the Tear 1856. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 

No one can have once become possessed of a copy of this annual, 
without thenceforward regarding it as among his yearly necessities, it 
contains so much that one needs to know and yet knows not where else 
to find, — so much too that needs to be retold with annual variations in 
a busy, inventive, and progressive age. The present number, for the 
richness and variety of its contents, and the thoroughness of its execu- 
tion, is, to say the least, unsurpassed by any of its predecessors. The 
Astronomical Department has been prepared by George P. Bond, A. M., 
of the Cambridge Observatory ; and Professor Levering of Cambridge 
has contributed to the Department of Meteorology. There are, in ad- 
dition to the usual national and State statistics, tabular schedules of our 
national debt, imports, exports, tonnage, coinage, land-sales, and postal 
operations for every year since the establishment of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. The European part of the work has been thoroughly revised, 
and adapted to the latest practicable dates. 



